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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention relates to a car body structure, especially a
substructure, for a motor vehicle, with beam components that
create defined load paths in collision situations. According to
the invention, the beam components situated in the area of at
least one defined load path—especially a head-on collision
load path and/or a side collision load path and/or a rear-end
collision load path—at least partially comprise high-strength
beam components, preferably completely through-hardened
or at least partially through-hardened high-strength beam
components, made out of a hot-worked or press-hardened
steel sheet, said beam components being joined to each other
directly or indirectly, preferably directly, especially being
joined to each other positively or non-positively and/or by
bonding.
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BODY STRUCTURE, IN PARTICULAR
FLOOR STRUCTURE, FOR A MOTOR
VEHICLE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a National Phase Application of PCT
International Application No. PCT/EP2011/002292, Interna-
tional Filing Date May 9, 2011, claiming priority to German
Patent Application No. 10 2010 019 992.3, filed May 10,
2010, both of which are hereby incorporated by reference in
their entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a car body structure, especially a
substructure, for a motor vehicle.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In the realm of automotive construction, continuous efforts
are being made to lower the weight of vehicles or, while
improving the features available, to prevent the vehicle
weight from increasing. However, this can only be achieved
by reducing the weight of certain vehicle components. Here,
an effort is especially being made to greatly reduce the weight
of the body-in-white in comparison to earlier car body
designs. At the same time, however, more and more require-
ments are being made in terms of safety, especially passenger
safety, in the vehicle as well as in terms of the behavior of the
car body structure in case of a collision. Thus, in particular,
the requirement exists that the body-in-white should weigh
less while continuing to have a high or even greater strength
and stiffness along with defined deformation behavior. In
order to meet these requirements, car bodies are used in
modern automotive construction employing components
made of light metal as well as car body components made of
sheet steel.

In this context, it is also a generally known procedure to
make certain car body sheet steel components out of hot-
worked metal sheets that exhibit a higher strength than cold-
worked sheet metal components. The use of such hot-worked,
high-strength or ultra-high-strength components can yield a
greater strength for certain car body sections. Such hot-
worked metal sheets are also referred to in automotive con-
struction as press-hardened sheet metal components. Conse-
quently, the expressions “press hardening” and “hot working”
will be used synonymously below to refer in broad terms to
sheet metal components that have greater strength in com-
parison to cold-worked metal sheets.

For example, the use of such hot-worked or press-hardened
sheet metal components is already known from German
patent DE 102004 037 789 B3, in which an underbody for the
body of a motor vehicle has a floorpan with a foot well, a
tunnel running in the lengthwise direction of the vehicle, as
well as joining sections for the front and rear longitudinal
chassis beams. The floorpan here is made of a one-piece,
shaped sheet metal blank, whereby certain areas having a
greater strength in comparison to other areas of the floorpan
are provided in order to define the deformation behavior. For
this purpose, the areas of greater strength are partially hot-
worked as well as quenched and tempered. The areas of
greater strength can be arranged in the foot well or on the
tunnel. If side skirts have been are shaped onto the floorpan,
these can also be hot-worked as well as quenched and tem-
pered. The same applies to seat cross beams that are shaped in
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the floorpan. Those areas of the one-piece sheet metal blank
onto which front or rear longitudinal chassis beams are to be
attached can also be hot-worked with a rolling technique so as
to acquire a higher strength. A structure similar to that of
German patent DE 10 2004 037 789 B3 is also known from
German patent DE 10 2004 044 925 B3.

The use of hot-worked metal sheets is also known from
German patent application DE 10 2004 021 553 Al in which
a hollow longitudinal chassis beam is made up of two indi-
vidual profiles, whereby the individual profiles have different
strength values.

Furthermore, European patent application EP 1382 514 A1l
discloses a substructure for vehicles in which each seat cross
beam of the substructure consists of a center beam profile that
is arranged crosswise to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle
and that, at its ends, has hat-shaped seat mounts facing in the
lengthwise direction of the vehicle, whereby each seat mount
that is arranged on the tunnel side is configured as a reinforce-
ment element for the transmission tunnel and extends into the
outer contour of the transmission tunnel.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Before this backdrop, it is the objective of the present
invention to put forward a car body structure, especially a
substructure, for a motor vehicle that, in conjunction with the
use of car body components with a favorable design in terms
of their weight, continues to exhibit excellent deformation
behavior in a wide array of collision situations.

This objective is achieved by the features of the claims.
Advantageous refinements are the subject matter of the
claims recited hereinafter.

According to one aspect of the invention, a car body struc-
ture, especially a substructure, is being proposed for a motor
vehicle, with beam components that create defined load paths
in collision situations, said car body structure being charac-
terized according to the invention in that the beam compo-
nents situated in the area of at least one defined load path—
especially a head-on collision load path and/or a side collision
load path and/or a rear-end collision load path—at least par-
tially comprise high-strength beam components, preferably
completely through-hardened or partially through-hardened
high-strength beam components, made out of a hot-worked or
press-hardened steel sheet, said beam components being
joined to each other directly or indirectly, preferably directly,
especially being joined to each other positively or non-posi-
tively or by bonding, whereby it is also preferably provided
that the car body components or cladding that are not situated
in the area of the defined load path(s) are made, at least
partially, of a low-strength steel material in comparison to the
high-strength beam components and/or of a light metal and/
or, if applicable, even of a plastic material such as, for
example, a fiber-reinforced plastic material.

Consequently, with such a solution according to the inven-
tion, a systematic use of hot-worked or press hardened steel
sheets is achieved in the areas that are highly stressed in case
of collision in order to reduce the deformation in those areas
where the car body structure is supposed to sustain little or no
deformation in a defined collision situation. At the same time,
the weight and the number of components of the car body
structure can advantageously be reduced and consequently,
favorable conditions can be achieved, especially in terms of
CO, emissions and costs.

According to a preferred concrete first embodiment, it is
provided that the high-strength beam components situated in
the area of a head-on collision load path are each formed at
least by a longitudinal chassis beam component situated on
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each of the opposite sides of the vehicle relative to the cross-
wise axis of the vehicle, and/or by a skirt component, prefer-
ably an inner skirt component, situated on each of the oppo-
site sides of the vehicle relative to the crosswise axis of the
vehicle, and/or by an A-pillar component situated on each of
the opposite sides of the vehicle relative to the crosswise axis
of the vehicle, and/or by a transmission tunnel component
running in the lengthwise direction of the vehicle, and/or by a
foot well cross beam running in the crosswise direction of the
vehicle. In particular, the combination of all or most of the
above-mentioned components forms a high-strength assem-
bly of components that is excellently suited to allow little or
no deformation in case of a head-on collision.

Here as well as below, the term “inner component” is to be
understood primarily as referring to a component that, in the
mounted state relative to its position in the vehicle, is situated
more towards the inside of the vehicle than an associated
outer component of the same module.

Here, it has proven to be especially advantageous for the
high-strength longitudinal chassis beam component to be
formed by a longitudinal chassis beam extension that adjoins
a front longitudinal chassis beam, preferably a front longitu-
dinal chassis beam that is made of a comparatively low-
strength steel material, and for said longitudinal chassis beam
extension to be joined directly or indirectly, preferably
directly, to the high-strength A-pillar component and/or to the
high-strength skirt component and/or to the high-strength
foot well cross beam. Since, in a manner of speaking, only the
longitudinal chassis beam extension is made of a high-
strength steel material, the front longitudinal chassis beam
that adjoins it towards the front can be a longitudinal chassis
beam having a favorable weight and a defined denting or
crash behavior via which, in case of a head-on collision,
forces can be optimally absorbed and introduced into the
head-on collision load path consisting primarily of high-
strength components. Particularly in conjunction with such a
structure, it is advantageous for the high-strength skirt com-
ponent to be joined preferably directly to the high-strength
A-pillar component, and/or to the foot well cross beam, or for
the high-strength transmission tunnel component to be joined
directly or indirectly, preferably directly, to the foot well cross
beam.

With such a car body structure, the head-on collision forces
can be transferred in an advantageous manner via the front
longitudinal chassis beams or via the high-strength longitu-
dinal chassis beam component to the skirt, as well as via the
high-strength foot well cross beam to the high-strength trans-
mission tunnel component, resulting in an excellent force
dissipation and thus an especially favorable deformation
behavior in case of a head-on collision. In this context, it
should be explicitly pointed out that the hot-working or press
hardening of individual high-strength beam components is
concurrently associated with a marked reduction of the num-
ber of components; thus, within the scope of the production
process, the high-strength components such as, for instance,
the high-strength transmission tunnel component, can be pro-
duced by means of the tailored rolled blank method with
different material thicknesses as well as especially in one
piece, so that there is no need for complex sheet metal con-
structions that make use of additional metal reinforcement
sheets.

The crash behavior of the car body according to the inven-
tion in case of a head-on collision can be improved even
further in that a first front longitudinal chassis beam made of
a low-strength steel material is arranged on each of the sides
of the vehicle that are opposite from each other in the cross-
wise direction of the vehicle, and each one of these adjoins a
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high-strength longitudinal chassis beam extension that, in the
vertical axis direction of the vehicle, is joined to a lower
section of the high-strength A-pillar component that extends
approximately above the door height, whereas, at the same
time, another, second front longitudinal chassis beam extend-
ing approximately in the lengthwise direction of the vehicle is
joined to an upper section of the high-strength A-pillar com-
ponent. This second front longitudinal chassis beam prefer-
ably runs in the vertical axis direction of the vehicle above,
and/or, as seen in the crosswise axis direction of the vehicle,
further towards the outside than each associated first longitu-
dinal chassis beam. Thanks to such a double longitudinal
chassis beam arrangement on each of the opposite sides of the
vehicle, especially in case ofhead-on collision situations with
aside component, the result is that the force is advantageously
introduced via two lateral longitudinal chassis beams,
namely, once from the top relative to the vertical axis direc-
tion of the vehicle and once from the bottom of the A-pillar
component, so that the introduced head-on collision forces
can be advantageously already divided up here and subse-
quently transferred to the other load-bearing as well as essen-
tially high-strength components.

Concretely speaking, the components or cladding, prefer-
ably a front wall, highly preferably a front wall joined to the
high-strength foot well cross beam, that run in the area
between the two opposite A-pillar components, and/or a cross
beam near the windshield, preferably a cross beam joined to
a front wall, can be made of a low-strength steel material
and/or of a light metal or, if applicable, even of a plastic
material, and they can be joined directly or indirectly to the
high-strength A-pillar component and/or to the high-strength
longitudinal chassis beam extensions and/or to the second
longitudinal chassis beams and/or to the high-strength foot
well cross beam, as a result of which a car body structure with
a favorable design in terms of weight and with a compact
structure is obtained that is optimized in terms of its head-on
collision behavior.

In this context, it is also advantageous for the components
orcladding, preferably a wheel well component and/or a front
strut tower component, that are provided or joined in the area
between the two longitudinal chassis beams or between the
longitudinal chassis beams and/or the longitudinal chassis
beam extension, are made of a low-strength steel material
and/or of a light metal or, if applicable, even of a plastic
material such as, for example, a fiber-reinforced plastic mate-
rial.

Even further optimized crash behavior is obtained with an
embodiment in which, in the mounted state, a longitudinal
chassis beam section extending into the passenger compart-
ment area adjoins the high-strength longitudinal chassis beam
extension, whereby said longitudinal chassis beam section
runs approximately parallel to the high-strength transmission
tunnel component and/or to the high-strength skirt compo-
nents, and/or is made of a low-strength steel material or of a
light metal or of a plastic material, and/or extends approxi-
mately to a rear heel plate and/or to a rear cross beam com-
ponent of the passenger compartment, and/or passes through
or engages underneath the foot well cross beam, in particular,
it engages underneath it and supports it. Thanks to such a
longitudinal chassis beam section that is situated on the pas-
senger compartment side and that has a favorable design in
terms of weight, the head-on collision forces are not only
distributed to the high-strength transmission tunnel or the
high-strength skirt components but also advantageously
transferred to these additional longitudinal chassis beam sec-
tions, resulting in a high-grade force dissipation that is dis-
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tributed over numerous force flow paths via essentially the
entire underbody, without this underbody having to be manu-
factured in one piece.

As already mentioned in conjunction with the high-
strength transmission tunnel component, it is especially
advantageous that high-strength beam components can be
produced by hot-working or by press-hardening, thereby also
reducing the number of components. This also applies to the
formation of the foot well cross beam, which is fundamen-
tally made in one piece, but preferably in two pieces consist-
ing of cross beam components that extend between the oppo-
site sides of the vehicle and/or consisting of one-piece cross
beam components joined to each other. As an alternative or in
addition to this, the high-strength A-pillar component can
also comprise a one-piece component running inside as well
as below the beltline relative to the position in the vehicle.

According to a preferred second embodiment of the
present inventive idea, it is provided that the high-strength
beam components situated in the area of a defined side colli-
sion load path are each formed at least by a preferably inner
skirt component situated on each of the opposite sides of the
vehicle relative to the crosswise axis of the vehicle, and/or by
afront foot well cross beam running in the crosswise direction
of the vehicle relative to the lengthwise direction of the
vehicle, and/or by arear beam, especially a heel plate, running
in the crosswise direction of the vehicle relative to the length-
wise direction of the vehicle, and/or by a seat cross beam
running in the crosswise direction of the vehicle. Here, the
front high-strength foot well cross beam and/or the high-
strength seat cross beam and/or the high-strength heel plate
can be joined directly or indirectly, preferably directly, to the
high-strength skirt component. Furthermore, as an alternative
or in addition to this, it can be provided that the seat cross
beam is joined directly or indirectly to a high-strength trans-
mission tunnel component that, as seen in the lengthwise
direction of the vehicle, extends between the foot well cross
beam and the heel plate, and that is joined directly or indi-
rectly to the foot well cross beam and/or to the heel plate.
Moreover, as an alternative or in addition to this, the foot well
cross beam and/or the skirt component can be joined directly
or indirectly, preferably directly, to an A-pillar component
that preferably extends from the skirt component to the belt-
line of a vehicle.

With these measures, especially with the combination of
all or at least most of these measures, the side impact forces
can be advantageously distributed, absorbed and dissipated
via the appertaining skirt component to the foot well cross
beam or to the seat cross beam and the heel plate.

In this context, another concrete embodiment that is espe-
cially advantageous is one in which the high-strength beam
components situated in the area of a side collision load path
form an approximately ring-shaped or rectangular frame that
is made up of high-strength beam components and that runs
along the bottom and/or on the passenger compartment side.
Preferably, in conjunction with such a ring-shaped structure,
it is provided that, in order to create a mesh-like or grid-like
structure, if applicable, at least another high-strength beam
component, preferably a high-strength transmission tunnel
and/or at least a high-strength seat cross beam extending in
the crosswise direction of the vehicle or in the lengthwise axis
direction of the vehicle, runs like a strut in or within the frame
and/or is directly or indirectly joined to it.

Therefore, also with such a structure, the components or
cladding, especially a bottom wall, situated in the area
between the opposite skirt components, and/or between the
transmission tunnel component and the skirt components,
and/or between the foot well cross beam and the rear beam,
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especially the heel plate, can advantageously be made of a
low-strength steel material and/or of light metal, and/or, if
applicable, even of a plastic material, so as to yield a favorable
design in terms of weight. This results in the above-men-
tioned disadvantages of a car body that is structured with a
favorable design in terms of its weight and with optimized
crash behavior.

According to another preferred concrete embodiment, it is
proposed that the high-strength beam components situated in
the area of a defined rear-end collision load path each are
formed at least by a rear or back longitudinal chassis beam
situated on each of the opposite sides of the vehicle relative to
the crosswise axis of the vehicle, and/or by a rear, preferably
one-piece, cross beam running in the crosswise axis direction
of the vehicle relative to the lengthwise direction of the
vehicle, and/or by a preferably one-piece heel plate running in
the crosswise axis direction of the vehicle, and/or by a pref-
erably inner skirt component situated on each of the opposite
sides of the vehicle relative to the crosswise axis of the
vehicle.

In this context, it is especially advantageous for the high-
strength rear longitudinal chassis beams to be joined directly
or indirectly, preferably directly, to the associated high-
strength skirt component and/or to the high-strength rear
cross beam and/or to the high-strength heel plate and/or to a
longitudinal chassis beam section that is situated on the pas-
senger compartment side and that will still be elaborated upon
below. As an alternative or in addition to this, the heel plate
can be joined directly or indirectly, preferably directly, to
each associated high-strength skirt component, and/or to the
high-strength rear cross beam and/or to a preferably high-
strength transmission tunnel and/or to a longitudinal chassis
beam section that is situated on the passenger compartment
side and that will still be elaborated upon below.

With such a structure of the rear car body section, a reliable
force division and force distribution are achieved in case of a
rear-end collision, since, due to the rear longitudinal chassis
beams, the rear-end collision forces can be divided and dis-
tributed into the skirt components or into the longitudinal
chassis beam sections on the passenger compartment side as
well as into the heel plate or into the rear cross beam, thus
advantageously being divided and distributed in as many
different ways as possible. As a result, large collision forces,
as also described for the two above-mentioned side collision
or head-on collision load paths, can advantageously be
absorbed with very little deformation and thus with optimized
passenger protection.

The above-mentioned longitudinal chassis beam section
on the passenger compartment side is preferably formed by
an extension of a front longitudinal chassis beam component,
especially by a longitudinal chassis beam section that adjoins
a high-strength longitudinal chassis beam component
arranged at the front of the vehicle, whereby it is preferably
provided that the longitudinal chassis beam section on the
passenger compartment side is made of a low-strength steel
material, and/or of a light metal, and/or of a plastic. The
high-strength longitudinal chassis beam component arranged
at the front of the vehicle, in turn, preferably adjoins a front
longitudinal chassis beam that, in comparison, is low-
strength and/or made of a light metal or of a plastic material,
as was extensively described above in conjunction with the
discussion of a preferred head-on collision load path.

According to another preferred embodiment, it is provided
that, as seen in the lengthwise direction of the vehicle as well
as towards the back in the direction of the rear of the vehicle,
the high-strength skirt component is lengthened beyond the
heel plate with a skirt component extension that is made of'a
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comparatively low-strength steel material, and/or of a light
metal, and/or even of a plastic material, and via this skirt
component extension, it is joined directly or indirectly, pref-
erably directly, to the associated rear high-strength longitu-
dinal chassis beam and/or to the high-strength rear cross
beam. This results in an especially preferred fastening option
that has a simple and cost-effective structure and that is also
highly functionally reliable.

Moreover, the high-strength skirt component can be joined
directly or indirectly, preferably directly, to the high-strength
rear cross beam in order to form an assembly of components
having an altogether very high strength. All in all, it is espe-
cially advantageous here to select a geometry with which the
high-strength rear longitudinal chassis beams that create the
rear-end collision load path along with the high-strength skirt
components on the passenger compartment side, on the one
hand, and the high-strength rear cross beam and/or the high-
strength heel plate on the other hand form a bottom high-
strength H-shaped structure.

Also in conjunction with such a rear-end collision load
path, it is, in turn, advantageous for the components and/or
cladding, especially a bottom wall and/or a seat cross beam on
the back seat side that are located and/or arranged in the area
between the opposite rear high-strength longitudinal chassis
beams and/or the high-strength heel plate or the rear cross
beam, or which are joined there directly or indirectly, to be
made of a comparatively low-strength steel material and/or of
a light metal and/or, if applicable, even of a plastic material.
This results, in turn, in the advantages described above in
conjunction with the side collision and head-on collision load
paths when it comes to a favorable design in terms of weight.

It goes without saying that the component features dis-
cussed above and claimed in the claims can be replaced
and/or combined with each other as desired in order to
achieve a car body structure that is optimized for the particu-
lar application purpose. Fundamentally, however, in a car
body, it is also possible to implement just one of the load path
configurations described above or else two of the load path
configurations discussed above in greater detail, for example,
the head-on collision load path and the side collision load
path, or the side collision load path and the rear-end collision
load path, or else the head-on collision load path and the
rear-end collision load path. However, special preference is
given to a car body design in which all of the load path
configurations discussed above have been implemented,
since in this manner, a high-strength beam component struc-
ture is provided precisely in the areas that are highly stressed
in case of a collision so that the deformations can be reduced
where the car body structure is supposed to allow little or no
deformation in case of a collision, at the same time reducing
the weight and the number of components, and thus the costs.

The high-strength beam components, as already described
in detail above, can be produced, for instance, by means of the
so-called tailored blank method, in which the high-strength
components can be configured with different material quali-
ties or sheet thicknesses. The use of the tailored rolled blank
method is especially advantageous here in order to produce
precisely manufactured sheet metal components.

Preferably, the high-strength hot-worked or press-hard-
ened components are produced in such a way that steel blanks
or pre-shaped steel components are pressed while red-hot and
are subsequently cooled off within seconds. The rapid cool-
ing brings about a structural change in the material and
ensures extreme strength for the car body components.
Weight savings, a high level of collision safety, and a positive
energy balance are additional advantages of such a method
execution. Concretely speaking, during the production of the
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high-strength beam components according to the invention,
within the scope of the press hardening, the individual steel
component or sheet metal component is heated in a furnace,
for example, in a roller conveyor furnace, to a temperature of
more than 900° C. [1652° F.]. Subsequently, arobot arm grips
the glowing component that is rolling down and places it into
a water-cooled mold. The press closes and, within a defined
period of time, for example, from 10 to 15 seconds, the
component is cooled down to, for instance, 170° C. [338°F.].
Then a robot removes the cooled and hardened components
and conveys them into transport racks.

Due to the complete or at least partial through-hardening of
the components, additional advantageous component proper-
ties can be established exactly where this is necessary, for
example, on a high-strength component, areas with different
levels or degrees of hardness, or else high-strength compo-
nents with different levels or degrees of hardness can be
created.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be explained below in greater detail with
reference to a drawing. The following is shown:

FIG. 1 a schematic exploded view of an underbody of a car
body according to the invention,

FIG. 2 the car body of the schematic exploded view of FIG.
1, in the assembled state,

FIG. 3 the underbody of the car body according to FIG. 2,
in case of a head-on collision,

FIG. 4 the underbody of the car body according to FIG. 2,
in case of a side collision,

FIG. 5 the underbody of the car body according to FIG. 2,
in case of a rear-end collision.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 shows an embodiment by way of an example of a
substructure 1 according to the invention for a car body in an
exploded view in which the individual components are very
clearly visible. In FIG. 2, the assembled state of this substruc-
ture 1 is shown in a perspective view.

In detail, the substructure 1 has the following configura-
tion:

In a front vehicle area 2, the substructure 1 has two front,
first longitudinal chassis beams 3 made of a low-strength, for
example, cold-worked steel material, which adjoin a hot-
worked or press-hardened and thus high-strength longitudi-
nal chassis beam extension 5, as seen in the lengthwise axis
direction x of the vehicle.

The longitudinal chassis beam extension 5, which can be
optionally curved, for example, towards the outside (FIG. 2),
adjoins a longitudinal chassis beam section 6 that, in the
assembled state, extends into the passenger compartment area
4 and that is made, for example, of a low-strength steel mate-
rial.

As can be seen especially clearly in FIG. 2, on the opposite
sides of the vehicle in the crosswise direction y of the vehicle,
an A-pillar component 7 made out of a hot-worked or press-
hardened steel material is joined to the longitudinal chassis
beam extension 5 made of a high-strength steel material, said
A-pillar component 7 extending upwards in the vertical axis
direction z of the vehicle. Here, the longitudinal chassis beam
extension 5 is joined to a lower pillar section (see especially
FIG. 2) relative to the vertical axis direction of the vehicle,
while a second front longitudinal chassis beam 8 made of a
lower-strength steel material than the high-strength A-pillar
component 7 adjoins an upper pillar section, said longitudinal
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chassis beam 8 extending forward in the lengthwise axis
direction x of the vehicle and being arranged approximately
parallel to or more toward the vehicle side at a distance from
the first front longitudinal chassis beam.

In the area between the two longitudinal chassis beams 3, 8
or the A-pillar components 7, first of all, there is a front wall
9 and secondly, a cross beam 10 running above the front wall
9 or joined to it near the windshield, both of which are pref-
erably made of a light metal, for example, aluminum.

Moreover, in the front vehicle area 2, in the area between
the first longitudinal chassis beam 3 and the second longitu-
dinal chassis beam 8, there are additional substructure com-
ponents, specifically, a wheel well and front strut tower 11,
that can be made, for example, of a single material, namely, an
aluminum or a low-strength steel material or else as a mixed
construction consisting of an aluminum component 12 and a
steel component 13, as is shown schematically only in FIG. 2.

For example, a two-part foot well cross beam 14 made out
of a hot-worked or press-hardened high-strength steel mate-
rial runs in the area of the front wall 9 or in the area between
the two A-pillar components 7, whereby the two cross beam
components 15, 16 are firmly joined together and each extend
as a one-piece component essentially over the entire width of
the car body, as seen in the crosswise direction of the vehicle.

Moreover, an inner skirt 17 extending over the passenger
compartment area 4 in the lengthwise axis direction x of the
vehicle is arranged or joined, in the area of the foot well cross
beam 14 or in the area of the A-pillar component 7, said inner
skirt 17 likewise being made of a high-strength hot-worked or
press-hardened material. As seen in the lengthwise direction
of the vehicle, this high-strength inner skirt 17 extends up to
a heel plate 20, which is configured in several pieces, as
shown in FIG. 1. This heel plate 20, however, can also be
configured in one piece, as shown in FIG. 2, and can be made
of a high-strength hot-worked or press-hardened steel mate-
rial.

Another difference between the two variants shown in
FIGS. 1 and 2 is that, in the embodiment shown in FIG. 2, at
its rear end as seen in the lengthwise direction of the vehicle,
the inner skirt 17 also has a skirt component extension 18
joined thereto that is made, for example, of a low-strength
steel material.

As can also be seen in the two figures, a one-piece trans-
mission tunnel 19 made of a high-strength hot-worked or
press-hardened steel material is provided in the passenger
compartment area 4, and it runs between the foot well cross
beam 14 and the heel plate 20 or is joined there.

Bottom metal sheets 21 made of a low-strength steel mate-
rial adjoin the transmission tunnel 19 on both sides towards
the appertaining skirt 17.

Furthermore, as seen in the crosswise direction y of the
vehicle, seat cross beams 22 can be arranged in the area
between the transmission tunnel 19 and the inner skirt 7 or can
be indirectly or directly joined to them, and said seat cross
beams 22 can likewise preferably be made of a press-hard-
ened, hot-worked and thus high-strength material or else of a
low-strength steel material.

Moreover, in the rear vehicle area 23, there is a rear cross
beam 24 made out of a hot-worked or press-hardened and thus
high-strength steel material that is arranged approximately
parallel to the heel plate 20 and that runs in the area between
two rear longitudinal chassis beams 25 that are arranged on
each of the opposite sides of the vehicle, said longitudinal
chassis beams 25 likewise being made out of a hot-worked or
press-hardened and thus high-strength steel material.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

These rear longitudinal chassis beams 25 are firmly joined,
for example, to the heel plate 20 or to the rear cross beam 24
and/or to the inner skirt 17 or to its skirt component extension
18.

Furthermore, wheel wells 26 made, for instance, of a light
metal such as aluminum, are arranged in the area of the rear
longitudinal chassis beams 25, while a bottom metal sheet 27
made, for instance, of a low-strength steel material, extends in
the area between the two rear longitudinal chassis beams 25.
In the mounted state, as shown in FIG. 2, a partial section of
this bottom metal sheet 20 covers the rear cross beam 24
towards the heel plate 20 and can thus preferably be appro-
priately supported from below.

In the mounted state, the two longitudinal chassis beam
sections 6 on the passenger compartment side preferably
extend to the heel plate 20 and are joined to it indirectly or
preferably directly.

Thus, all in all, a substructure 1 is formed that is configured
s0 as to be optimized for a head-on collision 28, a side colli-
sion 29 and a rear-end collision 30 in such a way that the load
paths specified for these individual collision situations, via
which the main acting forces, especially the force maxima of
the collision forces, are transferred, consist mainly or even
completely of hot-worked or press-hardened and thus high-
strength beam components, which will be explained below in
conjunction with FIGS. 3 to 5.

FIG. 3 shows a schematic perspective bottom view of the
substructure 1 in the case of a head-on collision in which the
forces introduced via the two front longitudinal chassis
beams 3, 8 are first transferred via the longitudinal chassis
beam extension 5 into the lower pillar area of the A-pillar
component 7, and subsequently, from there, to the inner skirt
17 or, starting from the beam extension 5, to the foot well
cross beam 14 and to the longitudinal chassis beam section 6
on the passenger compartment side. Moreover, starting from
the foot well cross beam 14, force is also dissipated via the
high-strength transmission tunnel 19.

This is shown in FIG. 3 by the arrows that show the force
flow extremely schematically and by way of an example.

As can also be seen in FIG. 3, the force introduced via the
second front longitudinal chassis beam 8 is introduced into
the A-pillar component 7, namely, either upward into the
upper A-pillar (not shown here) or else downward in the
direction of the longitudinal chassis beam extension 5, to the
foot well cross beam 14 and/or to the inner skirt 17.

Consequently, this force distribution possibility shown in
FIG. 3 brings about an optimized force flow and thus an
optimized force dissipation in a head-on collision situation
essentially via the high-strength beam components of the
substructure 1, while the remaining cladding or car body
components that are not situated in the main flow can conse-
quently be made of low-strength steel material and/or of
aluminum, which means a more favorable design in terms of
weight and cost.

In principle, the same applies to the side collision situation
shown in FIG. 4, in which the force introduced via the inner
skirt component 17 can be dissipated in a ring-shaped pattern
via the foot well cross beam 14 or the heel plate 20 as well as
via the seat cross beam 22.

The statements made above regarding the head-on colli-
sion situation apply identically here.

By the same token, the statements above apply to the rear-
end collision situation shown in FIG. 5, in which the forces
introduced via the rear longitudinal chassis beam 25, as seen
in the lengthwise direction x of the vehicle, can be distributed
and dissipated essentially in an H-shaped pattern via the inner
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skirt 17 or via the longitudinal chassis beam sections 6 on the
passenger compartment side as well as also via the heel plate
20 or the rear cross beam 24.

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMERALS

1 substructure

2 front vehicle area

3 first, front longitudinal chassis beam
4 passenger compartment area

5 longitudinal chassis beam extension
6 longitudinal chassis beam section

7 A-pillar component

8 second, front longitudinal chassis beam
9 front wall

10 cross beam

11 wheel well and front strut tower
12 aluminum component

13 steel component

14 foot well cross beam

15 first cross beam component

16 second cross beam component

17 inner skirt

18 skirt component extension

19 transmission tunnel

20 heel plate

21 bottom metal sheet

22 seat cross beam

23 rear vehicle area

24 rear cross beam

25 rear longitudinal chassis beam

26 wheel well

27 bottom metal sheet

28 head-on collision

29 side collision

30 rear-end collision

The invention claimed is:

1. A body structure for a vehicle comprising:

vehicle components configured to create a defined load

path in head-on collision situations, said vehicle com-

ponents comprising:

at least one longitudinal chassis beam assembly situated
on each of two opposing sides of the vehicle, the at
least one longitudinal chassis beam assembly com-
prising a longitudinal chassis beam extension made of
a high-strength hot formed and/or press-hardened
material adjoining a first front longitudinal chassis
beam made of a low-strength material relative to the
high-strength hot formed and/or press-hardened
material;

wherein the longitudinal chassis beam extension is con-
nected to one or more of an A-pillar component, skirt
component, or foot well cross beam, each of said
A-pillar component, skirt component and foot well
cross beam being made of a high-strength hot formed
and/or press-hardened material.

2. The body structure according to claim 1, wherein the
vehicle further comprises vehicle components not configured
to create the defined head-on collision load path, wherein said
vehicle components not configured to create the defined
head-on collision load path are made of a low-strength mate-
rial relative to the high-strength hot formed or press-hardened
material.

3. The body structure according to claim 1, wherein the
vehicle components further comprise a transmission tunnel
component running in a longitudinal direction of the vehicle,
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the transmission tunnel component being made of a high-
strength hot formed and/or press-hardened material.

4. The body structure according to claim 3, wherein the
skirt component is joined, directly or indirectly, to the A-pillar
component or to the foot well cross beam.

5. The body structure according to claim 3, wherein the
transmission tunnel component is joined, directly or indi-
rectly, to the foot well cross beam.

6. The body structure according to claim 1,

wherein the longitudinal chassis beam extension is joined

to a lower section of the at least one A-pillar component
extending above a height of a door of the vehicle in a
vertical axis direction of the vehicle, and

wherein the vehicle components further comprises a at

least one second front longitudinal chassis beam, situ-
ated on each of two opposing sides of the vehicle, joined
to an upper section of the A-pillar component, wherein
said second front longitudinal chassis beam is situated
above the first front longitudinal chassis beam in the
vertical axis direction of the vehicle or is situated further
towards an outside of the vehicle in a crosswise direction
of the vehicle than the associated first front longitudinal
chassis beam.

7. The body structure according to claim 6, further com-
prising a front wall joined to the foot well cross beam running
in an area between two opposing A-pillar components, orto a
cross beam near a windshield, wherein said front wall is made
of a low-strength material relative to the high strength hot
formed and/or press-hardened material and is joined, directly
or indirectly, to the A-pillar component, to the longitudinal
chassis beam extension, to the second front longitudinal chas-
sis beam, or to the foot well cross beam.

8. The body structure according to claim 6, further com-
prising a wheel well component arranged in an area between
the first and second front longitudinal chassis beams, or in an
area between the front longitudinal chassis beams and the
longitudinal chassis beam extensions, said wheel well com-
ponent being made of a low-strength material relative to the
high strength hot formed and/or press-hardened material.

9. The body structure according to claim 3,

wherein said at least one longitudinal chassis beam assem-

bly further comprises a longitudinal chassis beam sec-
tion,

wherein, in a mounted state, said longitudinal chassis beam

section extends into a passenger compartment area and

adjoins the longitudinal chassis beam extension,

whereby

said longitudinal chassis beam section runs parallel to
the transmission tunnel component or to the skirt
component, and it is made of a low-strength material
relative to the high strength hot formed and/or press-
hardened material, or

said longitudinal chassis beam section extends to a rear
heel plate, to a rear cross beam component of the
passenger compartment, or passes through or engages
underneath the foot well cross beam and supports the
foot well cross beam.

10. The body structure according to claim 1, wherein the
foot well cross beam is made in two pieces comprising at least
two cross beam components extending between opposing
sides of the vehicle or at least two one-piece cross beam
components joined to each other.

11. The body structure according to claim 1, wherein the
foot well cross beam is made in one piece.

12. The body structure according to claim 6, further com-
prising a front strut tower component arranged in an area
between the first and second front longitudinal chassis beams,
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orin an area between the front longitudinal chassis beams and
the longitudinal chassis beam extensions, said front strut
tower component being made of a low-strength material rela-
tive to the high strength hot formed and/or press-hardened
material. 5
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